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A petition of XX signatures was received from Caroline Brown on behalf of 
residents at Oaks Close, Leatherhead, as follows: 
 
We the undersigned ask Mole Valley Local Committee to consider that Oaks Close, 
Leatherhead becomes an “Access Only” cul-de-sac.  It would be inexpensive to install 
signs and would be enforceable by both police and traffic wardens, whilst visitors to the 
road and trades people would all be able to park as required.  
 
 “Access only” is only generally used when there are safety issues.  In Oaks Close there 
have been occasions where emergency services have not been able to get to the end of 
the road due to parking, and delivery lorries have not been able to safely exit the road.  
Therefore the residents of Oaks Close strongly urge the local committee to consider this 
option.   
 
The Officer response: 
The response is also included in the Leatherhead Parking Restrictions Review in Item 6. 
 
Nine objections to the proposals for Oaks Close and four questionnaires including this 
petition were received from residents in Oaks Close.  The residents have been very pro-
active in canvassing for alternative solutions in their road.  
 
A number of ideas have been raised in correspondence, which have been signed by the 
majority of residents. The most agreeable option for residents was the introduction of an 
‘Access Only’ restriction. It is understood that this idea was first discussed in a telephone 
conversation between Caroline Brown and a County Officer when a question was asked 
about what is legally available to restrict traffic to roads. It was never intended to be a 
general solution to parking problems. Although ‘ Access Only’ restrictions can be 
implemented by a Traffic Regulation Order they are used really to control traffic in roads 
that are a mixture of residential and business use where through traffic is not to be 
recommended and alternative routes exist. The control parking. 
 

A petition signed by 800 residents was received from Councillor Burt on behalf of residents in Dorking, as 
follows: 
We are appalled that the County Council intends to cease gritting Chart Lane South in order to save money.  Two
years ago, Neil Holland was critically injured and his son, Luke, killed due to sliding into an oncoming car as a result
of the road at Abinger not being gritted.  
 
The steep slope at the A24 end of Chart Lane South will cause cars to slide into oncoming traffic, and as each fatal
accident costs the emergency services upwards of £100,000, this is a false economy.  
 
In addition, buses will refuse to drive down the hill due to the dangerous conditions and residents of Chart Downs will
be isolated, especially the elderly, infirm and those with young children. 
 
We call upon Surrey County Council to reconsider this suggested action.   
 
The Principal Asset Project Manager response: 
Surrey County Council is committed to delivering a Winter Service in terms of both road safety and the economy.  As 
a strategic road the A25 at Abinger remain on the Priority 1 salting network and had been treated in advance of the 
traffic incident. 
 
The service has come under increasing pressure to meet both its statutory and local requirements and operate 
within the available budget.  To comply with the legislation and changes in the network a comprehensive review of 
the service has been undertaken during 2009. 
 
One of the key point identified during the review established that to achieve the old policy aspirations a considerable 
investment in resource and equipment would be required.  By stream lining the precautionary salting network to align 
with Surrey Priority Network (SPN) a more effective delivery of service can be achieved within those areas. 
 
As a result of the changes in policy a number of roads that had previously been included on the precautionary 
network including Chart Lane South have been removed due to their categorisation within the SPN.  To cover this 
area a new priority 2 salting network has been introduced which will enhance the network coverage during periods of 
adverse weather. 
 
Following Cabinet approval of the policy further consultation is taking place with the Chairs and Vice Chair of each of 
the Local Committees to explain the policy and prioritisation process that has taken place, and to consider any 
requests they might have for changes to the networks. Chart Lane South will be included in this process. Any 
requested changes which result in an increase in resource, will be required to be submitted to the Cabinet. 
 
Until the consultation process has been completed with the local committees, for operational purposes precautionary 
salting will be undertaken on the proposed priority salting networks. 
 
 
 
 


